
LAMBDA CLASSICAL CAUCUS

http://www.lambdacc.org/

The Lambda Classical Caucus is a coalition of queers--including, but not limited to, lesbians, bisexuals, gay men, and transgendered people--and their friends and supporters. It was founded in 1989 as the Lesbian and Gay Classical Caucus. Although Lambda is affiliated with the American Philological Association, you do not have to be a member of the APA to join. Anyone who wishes to participate, and who is sympathetic to our mission, is welcome. 

The purpose of the Caucus is twofold: scholarly and political. Our scholarly purpose is to promote research that reflects the personal and intellectual interests of queer scholars, and provide a bridge between Classics and the interdisciplinary fields of LGBT/Queer Studies, the history of sexuality, cultural studies, and gender theory. We hope both to advance the study of the articulation of sexual experiences in classical antiquity, their social constructions (both ancient and modern), and their place in classical society, and to contribute to contemporary debates about the social meaning of sex, the politics of personal life, and the constitutive role of ideology in the formation of human subjects.

The Caucus' political purpose is to focus upon and educate about the existence and effects of homophobia in the profession, and actively assist queer scholars in their struggles against stigmatization. Our aim is to achieve greater personal and academic freedom and dignity for such scholars within the profession of Classics, and to create a working environment in which all classicists can feel able to study aspects of sexual life in antiquity without fear of interference, intimidation, or loss of professional standing.

Lambda sponsors a panel every year at the annual APA meeting on a topic related to its mission and organized by one of its members. We work closely with the Women's Classical Caucus and the APA's Committee on the Status of Women and Minorities, with whom we co-sponsor the annual opening night reception at the APA. Our newsletter (Iris) is available at http://www.lambdacc.org/iris/index.html. Membership meetings are held annually at the APA.  

We also offer an annual award for scholarship relating to our mission, especially in areas reflecting the interests of Paul Rehak, a former officer and staunch supporter of the Caucus for whom the award is named. To support the continued existence of the awards, donations may be made via PayPal at http://www.lambdacc.org/membership.html or mailed to Ruby Blondell at the address on the attached form.

We have numerous student members, whom we support in many ways, including the annual Lambda Graduate Student Paper Award, the Lambda Travel Award (for a graduate student member presenting a paper at the APA) and the APA Graduate Student Cocktail Hour (co-sponsored with the WCC).

We maintain a low-traffic confidential email discussion list for our members. To join, go to http://www.lambdacc.org/list.html or write to webmaster@lambdacc.org. 

Officers

Co-chairs: Deb Kamen (dkamen@uw.edu) and Bryan Burns (bburns@wellesley.edu). Contact one of them to become involved in Caucus activities (e.g. organizing a panel or political action).

Student Representative: Naomi Campa (ncampa@uw.edu). Students should contact her to network with other Lambda members or with suggestions about how Lambda might make a difference in queer students' lives.
Newsletter Editor: Keely Lake (klake@wayland.org). Contact her with news items or to write an article or book review for Iris, or to suggest material that might be reprinted there. 

Treasurer: Ruby Blondell (blondell@uw.edu). Contact her with questions about your membership status.







